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AppL No. 
Applicants 
Filed 
For 



TC/A.U. 
Examiner 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



(HliigilViD 
JUL 1 s 2004 



1 0/024,679 Confirmation No. 2932 

Alfred E, Keller 
December 18,2001 

Short Contact Time Catalytic Partial Oxidation Process for Recovering Sulfiir 
From An H^S-Concaining Gas Strcsam 



1754 

Wayne C. Langel 



Customer No.: 35181 
Atty,Dkt,No.: 1856-09301 
Date: July 16, 2004 



MAIL STOP AMENDMENT 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION DATED APRIL 16. 2004 



Sir: 

In response to the Office Action of April 16, 2004, Applicants submit die three (3) enclosed 
Terminal Disclaimers. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of this application in light of the 
submission of these Terminal Disclaimers. This is believed to be a foil and complete response to each 
and every ground of rejection and objection raised in the Office Action. If Applicants have 
incompletely addressed any item, an opportunity to supplement this Response is respectfully requested. 
If a telephone conference would be helpful in advancing prosecution of this case, die Examiner is 
invited to telephone the undersigned rcpresentaiive. Should any fees have been inadvertendy omitted, 
or if any additional fees are required or have been overpaid, please appropriately charge or credit those 
fees to Deposit Account Number 03-2769 of Conley Rose, P.C., Houston, Texas, and consider this a 
petition for any necessary extension of time. 

Respectfully submitted, 



:arolG.Mintz O 



Carol G. Mintz 
PTOReg.No. 38,561 
Conley Rose, P.C. 
P.O. Box 3267 
Houston, Texas 77253-3267 
Tel 713-238-8000 
Fax 713-238-8008 
AGENT FOR APPFJCAIVT 
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(MODJFJCD) PTO;SB/26 (OS-03) 
Approved for use Ihrnugh 04/30/2003 . OMB 065 1 -003 1 
Patent and Trademark Olftcc: U S- DRPA^^TMENT OF COMMERCE 
Undtf the Ptocfy/dfk RcduCTion Aci of 1995. ao pcrsom arc require d to rcspopd to a collection of infam»tion wlcyi it dbtplay* a valid QMB conTol number. 



TERMINAL DISCLAIMER TO OBVIATE A DOUBLE 
PATENTING REJECTION OVER A PRIOR PATENT 



Docket Number (Optional) 
1856-09301 



In Tc Application of: Alfred E. KELLER 
Application No. 10/024»<j79 
Filed: Deceniber 1 8, 2001 

For: Short Contact Time Catalytic Partial Oxidation Process for Recovering Sulfur From An Il2S'-Con1aining Stream 

The owntsr. ConocoPhiilips ConipanY - of lOQ percent interest in the instant application disclaims, except n& provided 
below, the terminal part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application, which would extend beyond the 
expiration date of the ftill statutory term defined in 35 U.S.C. 1 54 to 156 and 173, as presently shortened by any terminal 
disclaimer, of prior Patent No. 6.579.5 IQ . The owner hereby agrees that any patent so granted on the instant application shall 
be enforceable only for and during such period that it and the prior patent are commonly owned. This agreement mns wth any 
patent granted on the instant application and is binding tipon the grantee, its successors or assigns. 

In making the above disclaimer, the owner does not disclaim the terminal part of any patent granted on the instant 
application that would extend to the expiration date of the full statutory temi as defined in 35 IJ.S.C. § 1 54 to 156 and § 173 of die 
prior patent, as presently shortened by any terminal disclaimer, in the event that it later: expires for failure to pay a maintenance fee, 
is held unenforceable, is found invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, is statutorily disclaimed in whole or temninally 
disc laimcd under 37 CFR 1 32 1 , has all claims canceled by a reexamination certificate, is reissued, or is in any manner tenninated 
prior to the expiration of its fiill statutory term as presently shortened by any teraiinal disclaimer. 

0 

Check cither box 1 or 2 below, if appropriate. 

I • n ^ot submissions on behalf of an organization (e.g. corporation, partnership, university, government agency, 
etc.)» the undersigned is empowered to act on behalf of the oiganization. 

1 hereby declare thai all statements made herein of my own knowledge are true and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and further, that these statements were imdc with the knowledge that willful false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fwc or imprisomncnt, or both, under Section lODl Title 18 of the United 
States Code and 0mt such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issuing thereon. 

2- ISlThe undersigned is an attorney/agent of record. 

DATE ; QujU 1^ 

0 0 SIGNATURE OF AGENT ^ 

Carol G. Mintz 
Reg No. 38^61 
CONLEY ROSH. PC. 
P,0. Box 3267 
Houston, Texas 77253-3267 
Phone: (713)238-8000 
Fax: (713)238-8008 

13 Terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1 .20(d) included. 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not 
be indoded on this forfp. Provide credit card information and authorization on i^O-2038« 
'^'Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is required if terminal disclaimer is signed b/ (he assignee (owner). 
Form PTO/SB/96 n^v be used for making this certification. See MPEP S 324. 



ThU collect i^rt ftf inrc^rmaticn i& r^rc^uirecl by 37 CFR 1 .32 1 . The infarmutinn is required to obtain or retuin abeneHt by the public whi^h %A lA f\\it 
(and by the USPTO to process) an application. Confldcntialiiy is govcmcd by 35 U.S.C. 1 22 and 37 CPR 1.14. hts collection is estimated to 
take 12 minutes to complete, including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form lo the USPTO- Time will vary 
depending upon the individual case- Any comments on the amount of tinx: you require to complete this fomi and/or suggestions for reducing this 
burden, should be sent to the Chief Infomiation Ofificer, U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, U.S. Department of Comnrjerce, P- O. Box 1450, 
Aknandri»,VA223 13-1450, DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORM TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO; Commissioner for Patents. 
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(MODIFIHD) PTO/SB/25 (08^3) 
Approved for use ihrough 07-31-2006 0MB 0651 -0031 
Patent and Trarfcimrk Office: U.S. nKPARTMENT OF COMM tiftCE 
Uftdcf ih^ Papenvoric Rcductiiwi Aci \t( 1 ws. iio qowos are fc<^uirtd to re^poiid {6 a tolleelion of infonnition vrnXtui ii disialAys a valid CM 6 tontnal Rmnbcr. 



TERMINAL DISCLAIMER TO OBVIATE A PROVlSfONAL DOUBLE 
PATENTING REJECTION OVER A PENDING SECOND APPLICATION 



Docket Nimibcr (Opiional) 
18S6-0930I 



In re Application of: Alfred E. KELLER 
Application No. 10/024,679 



Filed: December 1 8» 200 1 

For: Short Contact Tiine Catalytic Partial Oxidation Process for Recovering Sulfur From An HiS-Containing Gas Stream 

The owner, CQnocoPhillips Company^ of ^00 percent interest in the in&tant application hereby disclaims, except as 
provided below, the terminal part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application, which would extend 
beyond ihc expiration date of the M\ statutoiy teiin defined in 35 U.S.C, 154 to 156 and 173, as shortened by nny terminal 
disclaimer filed prior to the grant of any patent granted on pending second Application Number 10/024>167> filed on pfig^pobey 
18. 200h or any patent on the pending second application. The owner hereby agrees tliat any patent so granted on tlie instant 
application shall be enforceable only for and during such period that it and any patent granted on the second application are 
commonly owned. This agreement rum with any patent granted on the instant application and is binding upon the grantee, its 
successors or assigns. 

In making the above disclaimer, the owner does not disclaim the terniina] part of any patent grsinted on the instant 
application that would extend to the eviration date of the fUll statutory term as defined in 35 U.S.C § 154 to 156 and § 173 of 
any patent granted on the second application, as shortened by any lenninal disclaimer filed prior to the pat^t grant, in the event 
that any such granted patent: expires for failure to pay a maintenance fee, is held urtenforceable, is found invalid by a court of 
competent jurisdiction, is statutorily disclaimed in whole or lenninally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321, has all clairtis canceled by 
a reexamination cerdftcate, is reissued, or is in any manner terminated prior to the expiratiun of its full statutory term as shortened 
by any terminal disclaimer filed prior to its grant. 



Check either box 1 or 2 below, if appropriate. 



1 . □ For submissions on behalf of an organization (e.g. corporation, partnership, university, government agency, 
etc.), the undersigned is en^owered to act oat behalf of the organization. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge arc true and that all statements made on 
infonnatjon and belief are believed to be true; and fiinher, that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful 
false statements and the like so made are puidsbable by fine or imprisonment, or botli, under Section lOOl Title 18 of the 
United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize die validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon. 



2. I^The undersigned is an attorney/agent of record. - 

DATE: OlU^ IL. ^0^4 

9 Q SIGNATURE OF AGENT O 

Carol G. Mintz 
Reg. No. 38,561 
CONLEY ROSE, P.C 
P.O. Box 3267 
Houston, Texas 77253-3267 
Phone: (713) 238-SOOO 
Fax: {713)238-8008 

O Terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR I - 20(d) included. 

WARNING: Information on this form may become public. Credit card information should not 
be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization on ]PTO-2038, 
*Statement under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is required if terminal disclaimer is signed by the assignee (owner). 
Form PrO/SB/96 may be used for making this certification. Sec MPEP § 324. 



Thk tollettion of inforrraiioii is required by 37 CFR 1 .321, The informaiion is required lo obLiin or ntlain a benefit by tiK public which is to lilu (and by OiC 
US?TO to process) An application Confidciniiality iti govtimcd by 35 U.S.C- 122 and 37 CKR 1 .14. his collection is ebtirnaied 10 take 12 minutes to 
complcie. tncluding gathermg* preixsring. jmd submitting the completed application form to the USHTO. Time will vaty depending upon ihe indiviaual cate. 
Any corawninK on tlic amount of tirms you require to compleu) this furm and/or suggesiions for rcducinfi this burden, should be scni to Ihe Chief Information 
Officer. U S. Patent and Trademark Onicc, U.S. Department of Comnierrcc, 1> O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 2231 3-1450. DO N(> 1 SFiNIi I'iSliS OR 
COMPIXTED FORM TO THIS ADDRESS SEND TO: Coittitiisiioner fof Patents. P. O. Box 1450. AlcKandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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(MOniFIHO) nX>JSB/2S (08-03) 
Approved fof use through 07-3 i -2006 OMD 0651-003 1 
Paicni and Trademark Omce: US. DEPARTMENT OF COMMFRCR 
Under the Papcrwrti RediictU"t Act Qf 199 j^ m persons are reqmrcd m roapond to ii coltcction o/jufuraiamMi tmkss it duplayt; a valiU OMp coutoj rtumbcy. 



TERMINAL DISCLAIMEK TO OBVIATE A PROVISIONAL DOUBLE 
PATENTING REJECTION OVER A PENDING SECOND APPLICATION 



l>(K^kct Number (Optional) 
1856*09301 



In rc Application of: 
Application No. 
Filed; 



Alfred E. KELLER 
10/024,679 
December 18, 2001 



Fdf: Short Contact Tiioe C^atalytic Partial Oxidation Process for Recovering Sulfur From An HiS-Coiitaining Ggs Stresam 

The owner^ ConocoPhillips Company, of 100 percent interest in the instant application hereby disclainns, except as 
provided below, the terminal part of the statutory term of any patent granted on the instant application, which would extend 
beyond the expiration date of the flill statutory term defined in 35 U.S.C. 154 to 156 and !73, as shortened by any terminal 
disclaimer filed prior to the grant of any patent granted on pending second Application NiRubcr 09/625.710. filed on July 25. 
2000. or any patent on the pending second application. The owner hereby agrees that any patent so granted on the instant 
application shall be enforceable only for and during such period that it and any patent granted on the second application are 
commonly owncsd. This agreenient runs with any patent granted on the ir^tant application and is binding upon the grantee, its 
successors or assigns. 

In making the above disclaimer^ the owner does not disclaim the terminal part of any patent granted on tlte instant 
application that would extend to the expiraiion date of the full statutory term as defined in %S U.S.C. § 154 to 156 and § 173 of 
any patent granted on the second application, as shortened by any terminal disclaimer filed prior to the patent grant, in the event 
that any such granted patent; expires for failure to pay a maintenance fee, is held unenforceable, is found invalid by a court of 
conq)etenl juiifidiclion, is statutorily disclaimed in whole or terminally disclaimed under 37 CFR 1.321, Ivas all claims canceled by 
a reexamination certificate, is reissued, or is in any nwnner terminated prior to the expiration of its flill statutory term as shortened 
by any terminal dischiimer filed prior to ita grant. 

Check either box ) or 2 below, if appropriate. 

1 . □ For submissions on behalf of an organization (e.g. corporation, partnership, university^ government agency» 
etc.). the undersigned is en^sowered to act on behalf of the organization. 

I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are tnie and that all statements made on 
information and belief are believed to be true; and tiirther, thai these statements were made Avith the knowledge that willful 
false statements and the like so made arc punishable by fine or imprisomnent^ or both, under Section 1001 Title 1$ of the 
United States Code and that such will&l false statements may jeopardize the validity of the application or any patent issued 
thereon. 



2. ElThe undersigned is an attomey/agcnt of record. 
DATE- Pfffil/ 



SIGNATURE OF AGENT 



IH! 



Carol G. Mintz 
Reg. No. 38,561 
CONLEY ROSE, P.C 
P.O. Box 3267 
Houston, Texas 77253-3267 
Phone: (713) 238-8000 
Fax: (713)238-8008 

Terminal disclaimer fee under 37 CFR 1.20(d) included. 

WARNING: Infomiation on this form may beeonte public. Credit card information should not 
be included on this form. Provide credit card information and authorization da PTO-2038. 
*Statcinent under 37 CFR 3.73(b) is required if temiinal disclaimer is signed by the assignee (owner). 
Form PT0/SB/d6 may be used for making this certification. See MP£P § 324. 



This colleciton of informauon is required by 37 CFR 1.321. The inforoiation is required to obtain or rct«r p bcn«lit by thfi pablic which is to tile (and by the 
USPl'O to proccu) Wi application. ConiidcntjaHty is governed by 3$ t;.S.C. 1 11 uad 37 CFR 1. 14. hi& eollecilAA is estimated to tdkc 12 iminutes to 
comptete. including ^thcrin^ prepBring, and submitting the compleittd afiplicatiott form tiO the U5PTO. TtiYie will vary depending upon (hti individuQl ciu;b. 
Any comments on the amount of time you roqittre to complete this form and/or sug^tions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief Lnfonmiion 
Officer. U.S. Patent and Tiademark Office. U.S. Depanmentof Commenre,?. O. Box 1450. Atexandrisi. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SHND Hb'Hj; OK 
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PTO/SBm(06.(M) 

Approved for tturauSk 04,30/2003. OMB O6S1.Q031 
ttltM and Trademark Office: U.S, DCPARTM tlVT OF COMMERCE 
iladtrjbe paptrwarlt ft^diKtloa Att of 1995, no ptrt<M» arc required to TCTpond to a cmIIccUop 6f inlbnnatiO d aJlMi it dfeplayi a vali<i OMI* cOwlrtI number. 



Applicant/Patent Owner: 
ApplicaTionNc>./Patem No.: 



STATEMENT UNDER 37 CFR 3,73^b^ 

ConocoPiiilUp& Commaay 

10/024,679 Filed/Issue Date: December 18. 2001 



Entitled: Short Contact Time Catalytic Partial Oxidation Process for Recovering Sulfur from an 
HiS-containiPg C^as Stream 

ConocoPhaiip& Company > a Delaware corporation 

(Name of Assignee) Type of Assignee, e.g.. corporation, paitnersfaip» university, govenunent agency^ etc.) 

states that it ta: 

1. IS the assignee of the entire right, title, and interest; or 



% 



2. □ an assignee of an undivided pan interest. 

The extent (by perccritage) of its ownership interest is 

in the patent application/patent identified above by virtue of either: 

A. Q An assignment from the inventDr(s) of the patent application/patent identified above. The assignment was 

recorded in the United Patent and Trademark Office at Reel » Fram e or for which a copy thereof is 

attached. 

OR 

13 A chain of tide from the inventor(s), of the patent applieatjon/patent idtjmified above, to the current 
assignee as shown below: 



I. 



To: Conoco Inc, 



From: KcHcr, Alfred E. et al. 
The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Tradonark OHice at 
Reel 012846. Frame 0673. or for which a copy thereof is attached. 



From: ConOcO Inc* 



To: ConocoPhillips Company 

The document was recorded in the United States Patent and Trademark OfHce at 
Reel N/A Frame N/A . or for which a copy thereof is attached. 



From:, 



To: 



□ 



The document was recorded in the United States Patent ar)d Trademark Office at 
Reel , Frame , or for which a copy thereof is attached. 

Cl Additional documents in the chain of title are listed on a supplemental sheet. 

Copies of assignments or other documents in the chain of title are attached. 
[NOTE: A separate copy {i.e., a true copy of the original assignment document) must be 
submitted to Assignment Division m accordance with 37 CFR Part 3, if the assigimient is to be 
recorded in the records of the USPTO. See 302.08] 



The undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is authorized to act on behalf of the assignee. 



July 16. 2004 



Carol G. Mintz 



Date 



f7l3V238-8000 



Telephone number 



Typed Or printed name 
Signature 



Agent for Applicant/Assignee 



TiUc 



I LijJiiLi i ijj i uJ i imUi i imMt U l uniiim Hj i » ci ' lt b. t ilU)- ' t ' lii U ii liu i muu ii iJ i muUuU m uiiuiii i u i iimi ii u I jliilHi ji Jil iiuLiiL miim u tu niu (mul tj i 
All ap^!i£MiAii. rAAll4«(iUa|<y tit £Ov«ni«4 hy 3S IJ.S.C:. 122 «iwl 37 CFR l U. 'nu< c<UlectiAA is £uirtut«d tA ukA '.1 auhuuk io cempielc. including gftthering. prepuTin^. And 
submiiiing ine completed apptic^iioit fomt u the USpTO. X'xtm will v^ry 4£i)<yii4i&g u(>oti ch£ iivtividu&J cxi<s Aay cdximatiis on the in^oiuit limt you require to oompleie this 
form BDd/or sugsesiiabs for reducing itiid burden, s&^uid b£ $cni m mo CAief li^fonmiion Officer, U.^. P^uiii atid 'I'^Adeawl OfYt^c, U.S. Ocparuncni of Commerce, P. O. fiox 
USA, Aicxandria. VA 2231 3- 1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORM TO THIS ADDRESS SEND TO: Comrtiii^iortcr fof ^nitan, F. O. Box 1450. AlcxAAdn4, 
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llfla J^irst State 

I, HaMUET SMITH WINDSOR, SECREI31RY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF 
DEIiAHARS, DO HEREBY CSRTIFY THE ATTACHED IS A TIU7E AND COBRECT 
COPY OF THE CERTIFICATE OF MERGER, WHICH MERGES: 

"CONOCO INC.", A DELAWARE CORPOKATIOH, 

WITH AND INTO "OONOCOPHILLIPS COMPANY" UNDER THE NAME OF 
"CQNOCOPHlIiLIPS COMPANY", A CORPORATION ORGANIZED AND EXISTING 
UNDER THE LAWS OF THE STATE OF DELAWARE, AS RECEIVBD AND FILED 
IN THIS OFFICE THE TWELFTH DAY OF DECEMBER, A.D. 2002, AT 1:44 
O'CLOCK P,M- 

AND T DO HEREBY FURTHER CERTIFY THAT THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF 
THE AFORESAID CERTIFICATE OF MERGER IS THE THIRTY-FIRST DAY OF 
DECEMBER, A-D- 2002, AT 11:59 O'CLOCK P.M. 




Harriet SmiiN Windsor. Secreury of %va^ 
0064324 6100M AUTHENTICATION: 2183372 

030002'793 DATE: 01-02-03 
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FROM mm 



(7HU)I2. ir 02 13:35/ST.!3:. 



tlLZD 01:44 Btf 

0201$S2SB - 0064324 




CERTDnCATB OP MERGER 



of 



Co&oco Inc 



(a DeldWftr« coiporattoa) 



with and into 



ConoeoPIiilUps Compaiiy 



Philips Pctiplnun Comply, a Delaware coiporalion to be renamed CoiiocoFliilllps 
Company prior tiifi cffeclivB tim© of this ocitifi<^to of merger (tfic ^Suryrvmfr Corporotion' *^^ 
iiL compliance with the requirements of tbe General Corporation Law of tbe Slate of Delswaic 
(die Hod dediipg to efifect a merger of Conoco Inc.* a Delaware cxaporaijoii lonnaly 

boDipoT^ under the name Du Pont Holdinsa^ Inc. (tbe "Merttfaig CQfooraaon," and togechfir 
^th the SurviviDg Cotpomion, the ^Con&tibient Cii^rporaricmfl ^, with and into ibA Surviving 
Corporaiion* and acdug hy its duly authorized ofBcer* DOES HEREBY CERTOY Ibat: 

FInit: As of the dtoe hcTCof> t3»e nantc and state of izicoipor^tion of oacK of tlsio 
Cooadtocnl CcvporatSons of the merger are as Ibllow; 

t4AMB STATE OF INCQRPOltATION 



Second: An agieenieitt and plan of merge*" bewi approved, adopted^ cmified, 
accented find acknowlodged by each of (he Constiniciit Corporations in aoeordance witb ^e 
TfiqniremBzusaf Sectioo25I ofthcDGCL; 

Tbird: The name of the Swvj ving Coxpoxaticui will be ConoooPhillTps Coxsopaoy; 

Fotmli: The Ccrtificate of Incxiipoiatian of ConoooPhillzps Company immcdisteJy 
|iciox to tb6 xnetger diaQ bo the rvrrifif^ig of Inco^pontion of the Surviving Coipozsction until 
suidxtime as it xni^ bcs ameaoded in aceordancut with applicable law and thejMtovision^ Ibcrcoi; 

Fif^; The otccuied agreement and plan of nicr;gpT cm at em oHicc of the 
Survivini; Cotpocation. the address of which ia 600 North Daiiy AsfafojxL Houston. Texas 
77079; 



HOU0l;f77<73.4 1 



PHE.L1PS PETROLEUM COMPANY 



Delaware 



COKOCOINC. 



Delawera 
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Sixth: A copy of the ajgreemcnt aod phn of merger vdU ht nonusbed by tho 
Suzviviog Cc»rpoizti<^ on request and wtifaoiit co&t, to say stoddiolder of any Cooistitueait 
CoqiEimtion; ftod 

Scrvenih; Prosqaat to Secfion 1 03(d) of Ibe DGCL. thi« ccftificafle of meiger will Ucom^ 
Effective at 1 1:59 pjn.» Ewrtem time, on I>ecacnbcr 3 1 , 2002. 

Dated: Dtcaxther 12. 2002 




phuxim petrol£dm company 

(a DelawAze cotpQi^ium) 



N^e: luck A. Kamzigtcn 
Tldo; Senior Vice Prtsidcnt, Legal, 
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